
Community.
It’s something everyone searches for 

and strives to find. It can be found 

among families, friends, sports teams, 

book clubs, churches, and in this case, 

schools. In the past couple of weeks, 

our community has begun to look a lot 

different. To say that this school year has been both 

unique and challenging would be an understatement. 

Each of us has felt the impact over the past month 

of COVID-19. It has affected schedules, businesses, 

congregations, and schools. On the night of Thursday, 

March 12, we learned that schools in Michigan would be 

closed starting Monday, March 16. Thursday afternoon 

while meeting with the staff, I shared school closures 

might be a possibility and suggested that teachers  

begin preparing for remote learning. Never did I  

imagine that it would happen just eight hours later! 

Since the mandate to close schools, GHC has tran-

sitioned to remote learning from home for all of our 

students, 3’s preschool through 8th grade. While such 

drastic changes can create challenges and obstacles, 

the commitment and response of the faculty and 

staff at GHC has been amazing. Our staff dove right 

in, using platforms like Seesaw and Google Class-

room to create and deliver content to their students. 

The staff’s ability to adapt and adjust their teaching 

delivery, while continuing to create meaningful learn-

ing opportunities for all, is a testament to their ded-

ication and love of their students. The GHC parents 

have also stepped up in a huge way. Many have had to 

take on the role as part or full-time support teachers 

while juggling jobs, family life and more! Our students 

have had to adjust to different learning methods,  

disappointments, and expectations unfulfilled. Our 

community may look and even feel different, but it 

is still at the forefront of what makes Grand Haven 

Christian such a special place. 

It’s amazing to me how God works through the Holy 

Spirit through it all. God knew how important our 

theme of Trust would be this year, more than I, or 

anyone else, could have ever imagined. As we go 

through these challenging times together as a com-

munity, we know and trust that God will direct our 

paths in the weeks and months to come. As we face 

these uncertain times, we find hope and peace that 

our God is sovereign at all times and over all creation. 

We will continue to put our trust in God while help-

ing those in our community with physical or finan-

cial needs. We trust in God, looking forward to the 

day when we will once again be able to join together 

physically in community with one another.

NOTES FROM PRINCIPAL TIM ANNEMA

 As we go through these 
challenging times together as a 

community, we know and 

trust that God will 
direct our paths 

in the weeks and months to come. 

TOP: Students worshipping at chapel. ABOVE: Lyla Sytsema  
praying “with me” during an online devotional 
sent to the student body.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR COVID-19 RESPONSE, PLEASE VISIT WWW.GRANDHAVENCHRISTIAN.ORG



A Special Update for our Supporting Community
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WINTERIM
Taking a break from the regular routine is always  

refreshing, but when you are able to spend that time 

cooking, installing floors, or learning how to shoot at a 

target, it becomes even more exciting. For one week in 

the middle of January, our middle schoolers once again 

took part in Winterim. Students participated in two  

different courses that taught them a new trade, exposed 

them to a hobby, or allowed them to explore an area 

of recreation. This year, various classes also focused on 

the Teaching for Transformation (TfT) initiative, which 

created opportunities for students to do real work, for 

real people, with a real need. This included one group 

installing a laminate floor for the GHC full-day preschool 

class, another course preparing, cooking, and shar-

ing food with people in the community, and one class 

demonstrating random acts of kindness for individu-

als in downtown Grand Haven. A course was also of-

fered in the area of robotics, taught by GHC graduates 

Ryan Bradford-Royle, Jacob Tejchma, and Alex Miller. 

The Winterim program continues to be a wild success 

and a week that GHC middle school students look  

forward to each year. 

FATHER/SON NIGHT:
“ I have no greater joy than to hear that my  
children are walking in the truth.” 3 John 1:4

It is truly a joy to see the special bond between a  

father and son, or grandfather and grandson. Over 80 

father/son and grandfather/grandson pairings came  

together for an Amazing Race type activity in late  

January. Presented with various tasks and challenges, 

these groups worked together to accomplish great 

things, with the greatest being the growing bond 

through time spent together. 
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Students participated in two different
courses that taught them a new trade,  
exposed them to a hobby, or allowed  
them to explore an area of recreation.



JUSTICE SEEKERS

This winter, GHC was alerted to the fact that one 

of our neighboring schools had several students 

without proper cold-weather attire. Spearheaded by 

a group of GHC parents, a clothing drive, “Share the 

Warmth,” was created, in which winter clothing items 

were purchased for students in our community. Our 

Kindergarten class took this calling one step further, 

coming up with a plan to earn money in order to  

purchase more winter items for those in need. Grand  

Haven Christian teachers, along with other collabora-

tive school teachers, are currently incorporating a new 

educational framework in our school called Teaching 

for Transformation. In this framework, students see 

how they fit in God’s story and how they can do big 

things! One of the throughlines of this program is called  

“Justice Seekers.”

Here is a summary of the project from  
kindergarten teacher, Mikaela Deur:
In Teaching for Transformation, we refer to these proj-

ects and experiences as formational learning experi-

ences, or FLEXs. Our FLEX came out of what we had 

been talking about in both science and social studies 

- weather and our communities. We talked in depth 

about winter and the different needs that people have 

as the weather becomes colder. Combining that with 

our social studies content gave us the chance to think 

about needs that people in our specific community 

have during the winter. God orchestrated the timing 

perfectly, so that right as we were looking for a FLEX 

to perform, a parent from our school was organizing a 

coat drive for a local school. 

We brainstormed as a 

class about things that 

we could do to help, fi-

nally settling on having 

a popcorn sale to raise 

money and buy snow 

gear. Things continued 

to fall into place from 

there as Grand Haven 9 

was generous enough to  

donate popcorn, which 

was an incredible blessing to us. We spent time spread-

ing the word to our school community by making 

posters, creating a video to share with our community, 

and writing letters.

We spent our time packing up the popcorn to sell. It 

was such a huge blessing to see students collaborat-

ing and working together with wholehearted enthusi-

asm - completely motivated by the joy of helping our 

neighbors. After packing all morning, the kindergarten-

ers sold popcorn to the middle schoolers during their 

morning break and then to the elementary students 

during their lunch hour. 

God worked through these kids in big ways. They were 

able to take in $339 through the popcorn sale. On a 

Monday in January, we were able to take that money 

and go to Meijer, where students bought a total of 7 

pairs of boots, 5 sets of insulated mittens, and 7 pairs 

of snow pants. The class then hand delivered the items 

to the neighboring school.

I was floored by the way that these students eagerly 

participated and completely poured themselves into 

this FLEX. It has been humbling for me to see these 

children be the hands and feet of Jesus to the people 

around them - I truly feel so honored to be their teacher!
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God worked through these kids 

in big ways. They were able to take in 

$339 through the popcorn sale.



Q: How many years have you taught at GHC?
A: I have been a teacher at Grand Haven Christian 

School for 40 years.

Q: What classes/grades do you 
teach?
A: My first class was a 5/6 grade 

combination class. For several 

years, I taught 6th grade in a self-

contained classroom. When GHC 

transitioned from a K-9 to PK-8, 

I began teaching in the middle 

school. I have taught 6th grade 

Bible and Social Studies, 7th grade Bible and Social 

Studies, 8th grade Bible and History and 9th grade  

Bible. Currently, I am the sixth grade homeroom  

teacher, teaching 6th Bible, 7th Bible, and 8th Bible & 

American History.

Q: What about your family? 
A: While attending Calvin College, I met my wife, 

Jean (GHC co-worker Mr. Mark Brondyke’s sister). We 

have four sons and three daughters-in-law, as well as  

seven grandchildren. All of our sons (Tad, Casey, Will  

and Tully) attended GHC, K-8th grade, and each also  

graduated from Western Michigan Christian High 

School. Tad attended Mid-America Seminary and  

is a pastor in Canada, Casey works for Bekins  

Appliances, Will is a web designer, and Tully teaches 

5th Grade at Grand Rapids Christian School. 

Q: What’s your favorite teaching 
moment to date? 
A: Leading the 6th, 7th, and 

8th graders through the  

Bible over three years is an  

absolute delight. To take 

them from Genesis to  

Revelation, on a journey that 

helps them see the beautiful  

design of our Sovereign God opens up opportunities 

for the Holy Spirit to work in their hearts and lives.  

Teaching Living Through History is also a fabulous  

experience. It allows kids to connect their emotions to 

the content of American History and “feel” what it was 

like to have a tyrant king, crops destroyed, investments 

flourish, and gold fever. There have been so many “Ah-

ha” moments over the years, like when I (as King G) 

was taxing the daylights out of the student colonies. 

They got so fed up they actually stood up in class and 

began singing the Star Spangled Banner, after which 

they promptly declared their independence! 

Q: What’s something fun that 
most people do not know  
about you?
A: During last year’s Winterim, I 

“taught” the Bob Ross method of 

oil painting for a group of middle 

schoolers. It was a blast! I have 

been dabbling with oil paints 

since and have had some success 

in producing “art” that actually looks like art.

Q: What do you love most about your job and why?
A: The thing about my job I love the most are the mid-

dle school kids. They are so multifaceted; walking with 

them is like walking through a field of diamonds. They 

gleam, beam, reflect, can be rough, can be tough, can 

be a solitaire, perhaps shine best in a bunch or just need 

a little polishing. There’s a part of kids that is so predict-

able and you can use that to make successful teaching 

moments. Then there’s that unpredictability, where a 

kid will come up with a “new” insight that also makes 

for a great learning experience.

Q: How specifically has the Lord gifted you as an  
individual and how does that help you as a teacher?
A: The older I get the more I can see the evidence of 

God’s providence. My fifth-grade science teacher was 

Mr. Ron Zoet at West Side Christian School (Walker 

Building). Ron inspired me to be a teacher. Twelve years 

later, God, in His providence, brought me to a teaching 

position in the school where Ron Zoet was the princi-

pal. That was 40 years ago. My story has been unfold-

ing in marvelous ways that I could not even have begun 

to imagine. God has taught me the patience needed to 

be a teacher, given me a measure of wisdom, and a love 

for learning.

Q: What are you most grateful for when it comes to 
your job?
A: I am grateful for the people I work with. We truly are 

a family. I genuinely enjoy being a part of the staff and 

family of Grand Haven Christian School. Our parents 

are supportive and caring. The school climate at GHC is 

“WE,” not us and them.

Wailand GroenendykSpotlight STAFF



BASKETBALL  Go Sailors!

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

“Let the Games Begin!” was the theme of our  

annual Spotlight on Learning. After a pizza  

dinner provided by the PTF, families had the op-

portunity to visit classrooms throughout the school. 

Classroom doors were decorated based on a Winter 

Olympic event, while students’ projects and work 

were featured throughout the rooms. Students were 

able to participate in a “Narnival”, a Narnia themed 

carnival, do marble drops, race Ozobots, create land-

forms, measure their jumping ability, and more. The 

teachers at GHC are constantly discovering new 

and challenging ways to engage their students in 

learning. The use of hands-on projects, STEM ac-

tivities, and other connecting tasks to enhance the  

learning experience, are commonly found in the  

classes. Seeing the students take ownership and pride 

in what they have done was evident by the way they  

eagerly presented their work and participated in  

tasks. It shows how involved they are in the educa-

tional process and are having fun while learning! 

Since November, eight teams have kept the gym busy 

after school. GHC is thankful for the many coaches 

who have given of their time, while sharing their passion 

for the game of basketball. This year parents and former 

graduates took on the role of coach while working with 

student-athletes on skill development, understanding of 

the rules, building relationships, and what it means to 

honor God as a teammate and competitor. 
3RD/4TH GRADE BOYS 
Beth Annema

5TH GRADE GIRLS
Beth Annema

5TH GRADE BOYS Cory Nederveld, 
Micah Dickinson, Brandon Sytsma, and Art Tuls

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOYS Paul Tejchma

MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS Ross Smith 6TH GRADE BOYS 
Levi Haight

6TH GRADE GIRLS
Ally Langeland



SERVING IN THE  
MILITARY
GHC is proud of our graduates who have made the 

decision to serve our country in various military  

positions. If you know of any other GHC alumni serv-

ing in our nation’s military, please let us know so that 

we may recognize them as well. Please call the school  

office at 616.842.5420 or email Kristin Clausing at 

kclausing@grandhavenchristian.org.

STEVEN TERMOLEN,  

1998 GHC Graduate
Steve is currently in the Navy,  

stationed on the USS Gerald R. Ford  

in VA. He is a master at arms, an  

anti-terrorism training supervisor, and 

nuclear weapons security specialist. 

TYLER OTT,  
2006 GHC Graduate 
Tyler is an E6, 1st Class Petty Officer 

in the Navy, where he has served for  

7 years. He is currently stationed in 

Manama, Bahrain working for the  

National Security Agency. He is a 

Cryptologic Technician Technical. 

KASE KNOCHENHAUER,  
2004 GHC Graduate
Kase has served 12 years with the 

Army. He is currently a tuba player 

for the 126th Army band. 

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord 
make his face to shine upon you and be  
gracious to you; the Lord turn his face  

toward you and give you peace.”

ENDOWMENT MATCH
A special word of thanks to those that supported our 

dollar for dollar match in 2019. The GHC community 

raised $100,000, which was matched 

by a generous donor and built the 

school’s endowment fund by more 

than $200,000. This effort, along with 

economic gains over the past year, 

have grown the current Endowment 

Fund by over 25% in the last calendar 

year. As enrollment at GHC continues 

to increase, the school hopes to raise 

$1,000,000 over the next five years to provide both 

tuition assistance and tuition reduction for all families 

desiring an education rooted in Biblical foundations. 

We are now challenged to once again raise $50,000 

by June 1st, and it will be matched dollar for dollar 

by our same donor. We are grateful for any contribu-

tion to help us meet this goal. Please contact Dave  

VerMerris at dvermerris@grandhavenchristian.org  

for more information. 

GHC ENDOWMENT FAST FACTS FOR 2019
Number of contributors.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .60

Range of gifts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$50 - $10,000

Number of new contributors  . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

Number of corporation matching  

fund contributions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2

Graduating class challenge  . . . . .1 (class of 1980)

Total contributions to fund .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $225,800  

(includes $100,000 match)

VALUE OF OUR ENDOWMENT FUND DEC. 31, 2019

$3,326,194

DISBURSEMENTS GIVEN TO GHCS FAMILIES OVER 

THE LAST TEN YEARS

Over $750,000

TUITION REDUCTION OFFERED TO EACH STUDENT 

IN 2019

$500Please send any updates about 
alumni or school history to 

Kristin Clausing at 

kclausing@grandhavenchristian.org

We are now challenged to once 

again raise $50,000 by June 1st,  
and it will be matched dollar for  

dollar by our same donor. 
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SERVICE PROJECTS
Part of the mission of GHC is to serve God in His world. 

The partnerships that develop through these projects 

not only build community among the students, but 

also with various organizations and the people they 

affect. One of the Winterim classes middle school stu-

dents could choose was a service learning class. Each 

day a group of students served in a variety of ways at  

different locations. A highlight of the Winterim class 

was being able to serve alongside a GHC alumnus, 

Maddie Dukes, at the OAISD, packing trail mix and 

lunches for Kids’ Food Basket. Providing students real 

world experiences with people they are able to devel-

op relationships with over time, creates a richer and 

more meaningful service opportunity, where students 

truly are doing service for God in His world. 

 
3RD/4TH GRADE
EVANGELISTS
Earlier this fall, Mrs. Rotman’s 3rd/4th grade class felt 

called to be more active in their role of furthering God’s 

kingdom. They learned that this includes “planting 

seeds of faith” as well as “watering seeds of faith.” When 

given the choice, they decided to encourage WMC high 

school students in their faith by leading them in a cha-

pel about their role in God’s story. They wanted this to 

be about more than just giving a message though, so 

they also planned activities which would help build re-

lationships with the students whom they were trying 

to encourage. Students sang with the women’s choir, 

learned about the science of sound with the middle 

school jazz band, and did an investigation with a physi-

cal science class. The visit ended with 3rd and 4th grad-

ers attaching notes of encouragement on the lockers 

of every high school student. What a privilege it was to 

partner together in faith and education.

SPANISH SCIENCE FUN
Fiddler crabs recently joined the 1st Grade Spanish  

immersion classroom. As part of this unit of study about 

characteristics of living things, students will learn about 

environments and what specifically is needed to keep 

fiddler crabs alive, as well as what they look like and 

how their body parts function. The crabs will be part of 

the classroom for the rest of the year.

OUR STUDENTS ARE CONSTANTLY PRESENTED WITH DIFFERENT  

opportunities to serve God’s world. 

What a privilege it was to partner 
together in faith and education.

5



UPCOMING EVENTS*
March 16- April 10: School Closed
April 3-10: Spring Break
April 23: 3rd-5th Musical: 7:00pm GHC Gym

April 30-May 1: Middle School 
Musical  “Aladdin Jr.” 
7:00pm GHC Gym

May 13:  Brown Bag Opera (Y5-2nd grade) GHC Gym
May 14:  5th-8th Band/Choir Concert
  

May 30: GHC Auction 
  5:00pm GHC Gym

June 4:  8th Grade Graduation

VOLUNTEER
• Help at Once and Again or DIBS
• Help with yard maintenance
• Assist with minor school repairs
• Lunch room help

FINANCIAL
• Tuition Assistance 
• Endowment Fund
• Technology Fund
•  Building Fund

1102 Grant Ave. | Grand Haven, MI 49417

GrandHavenChristian.org

WAYS TO SUPPORT GHC

Shake, rattle and roll to the GHC Diner! 

Saturday, May 30th • 5:00pm

NON-PROFIT ORG.

US POSTAGE

PAID

MUSKEGON, MI

PERMIT NO. 308

The Boardwalk is 
published quarterly by 
Grand Haven Christian 
School • 1102 Grant Ave 
Grand Haven, MI 49417

Keep up with Grand Haven Christian School! Like us on Facebook, follow us on Instagram and 
Twitter, or visit our website GrandHavenChristian.org

PRAYER
•  For the students as they discover their  

spiritual gifts
•  For the staff as they educate students and  

lead them in their faith journey

* Dates may be changed due to the precautionary measures surrounding COVID-19. Please call the school or 
check our Facebook page for updates.
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